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the late Deluſion of raiſing a 4e Hoa! We have ſo much Advantage. of our 
and the Review reads as if it were among Enemy, that we have no Occaſion to 
the Prophets But who knows ? The make it Diſhonourable. | 
Reward of our Labours may be at hand, we have ſo much Power in ouc Hands, 
and Heaven may once more try us with that we muſt be blind, if it be not 
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Hile the Committee is fitting at the 
Parliament, upon the unhappy Ar- 
ticle of Bankrupts and Inſolvents, and the 
Fate of ſo many thouſands of Families de- 
pends upon their Breath, I. cannot but 
touch again upon that Point. 
have obſer vd a littie the double Defi · 
ciency that has attended our general Pro- 
ceedings in this Caſe hitherto, and which, 
I muſt confeſs, has in my Opinion brought 
ſome Scandal upon our Nation, as if we 
either could not or would not find a Me- 
thod to preſerve the honeſt, indigent Deb- 
tor, purely leaf the. knaviſh,, defigning 
D-htor ſh-wi4 ſcape cur Hands; and un- 
der this Deficie. cy, Thouſand: of wretched 
Families l-nguiſh at this Time, both in 
Priſon and out of Priſon, 
I call this a double Deficiency, becauſz 
we have ſcen it deficient two Ways. 


1. All the Laws to cruſh the Bankrupt 
have been inſufficient to preſerve the 
Creditor. 

2. All the Laws to relieve both, have 
been inſufficient to deliyer the Debtor. 
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I enquirld..a littleviato.Severities, and 
nam'd the famous Caſe of Pitkin: I ſpall 
return to it again, and perhaps in ſtating 
that Caſe right tothe World, - mote Scenes 


ot the R th of Debtor and Creditor 


may be“ to the World than in 
any other — But I muſt ſpeak à little to 


the Deficiency of the Acts in Favour of the 


gg, and they will appear, in ſeyeral 
The la AR, 1 nintion'd, was that 9 
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two Thirds in Number and Valdes md 
gave you ſome Reafons for the Defe& of it; 
andthe Feauds committed on both ſides 
were ſuch, that neither would the Judges 


proceed co diſcharge Men upon it, 
would the Law fla by the Diſcharge el 
it was done; fo that the Creditor proceed- 
ed againſt the Debtor, aſter he was diſ- 
ö pp — The Debtor trick'd the Cre- 
itor in procurin; ions, no 
ſufficient Proof of Debe t being appointed in 
the Act; and the Creditor trick d the 
Debfor in his expected Deliverance, no 
Form of Diſcharge being ftated, upon 
which he might depend for bis Liberty 4 
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and — of this was, that no 
ſooner was that ad put in Execution, but 
the Creditor ſued to have it repeal'd'; and 
no ſooner was it repeal'd, but the Goals 
were filled with Dehtors diſcharg d by. that 
Ad; nay, our Judges turn'd over Men to 
the Priſons with' their own Diſcharges in 
their Hands. 3 

Had the Creditor moy'd to have mend - 
ed that AQ, rather than deſtroy d it, I do 
think, it was the beft Ground Plot for a 
fair and equal Diſcharge of the Debtor, an 
Security of the Creditor, that could have 
been-cuntriv'd == But the Creditors of 
this Age have always been very loth to 
ſatisſie cheniſelves with any thing t blow- 
= . ieee and bare t 2 
teſtify d, that if is not # go Law they 
to ſtand — int Cr or, to 

rve one uud fecure other But 

*cis the having no Law's their ; that 
Debtors may be the worſt Sort of | 
at. Diſcretion ——— And ma 
not to yield to Mercy, but to | 
they are aſſur d, they ſhall find ad Mercy. 
"TI am" content te Jet the above - nam d 
Cafe of Fhkin ſlond as Rule for cn 
Add let us ſee the ; the Creditors of 
Pirbin have, it ſee mu, a Man at their Mercy 
Aud let us ſee wet wil uſe him ; if 
they ſhow him àny Metey, then it will de 
an Ar to enconrage Debtors to put 
themſelves into thei Creditors Hands; but 
Lam — 1 in Wwhat't bear has been 
threatned;' if that unhippy Perfon finds any 
Compaſhon wich thee] but what will end 
in his Blood 3 bur of rhat bereefter. - | 

The next Actempt for Relief of Priſoners 
aud laſelvents was an AR ofthe 1. and 2. of 
her'preſeht Majeſty, which bad a Clabſe in 
ir tat carry d it theo? the Houſe of Commons 
too briſkly to have the Creditors Clamour 
oppoſeit and that was a ſuppoſed Recruit · 
ing the Army —Every Prifoner, that 
could ſwear himſelf not to have 5 J. left in 
the World ro pay bis Debts, and actually 
entred or lifted himfelf à Soldier in the 
QUEEN's Army, or furniſh d a Man in his 
Room, was to be diſcharg d. 

This Ad had two Misfortnnes in it alſo, 
which wholly diſappointed the Deliga both 
Ways, and made it daubly uſeleſs, 
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1. Tho! ſome Thouſands of Inſol- 
vents were diſcharg'd by it, 7 beve 
beard s or 6000 ; + yet the QUEEN 
never got a hundred Soldiers by ic— 

I won't ſay, but the Officers got a 
good Penny by it — For they finding 
other Ways co recruit their Companies, 
Men being not ſo ſcarce then as gow, 
Haie —— Money of wy — 
li m openly, and diſchargin 
them — — to the Tune of — 
to 20, and 40 Guineas a Man, by which 
the honeft Gentlemen got their Money 
the ſborreſt way, and the Army was 
recruited tie otber way, I do not ſay 
the longeſt way. | 

2. Bus thjs was mos 4; for this Act had 
the Subcilty and Management of 
reditors another Clauſe, that Aill 
lockt the Priſon-Doors upon the main 
Body of Inſolveuts, and left them as 

' miſerable and as hopeleſs as it fouad 
them, V: That it was limitted to a 
Zum, I think it was, the Sum of one 
hundred Pound Debt to any ſingle 
Palos: © 


We are now come to the Equivalent for 
this Bounty, a Mafter-piece of Bacharity ia 
the Contrivers, bow merciful ſoever it might 


be ingibe Enactors; the Creditor, to make 


himſelf Amends for this Mercy, and doable 
the Weight on thoſe that remain d, for the 
Sake of thoſe that eſcap'd, contriv'd the 
2ad-Warrant Project, as I calt it, a Thidg, 
which, if is were not enacted into à Law, I 
would ſay, was an Affront to the very 
Life and Nature of Juftice, an Inſult upon 
the Laws of GOD, anda Scandal upon Na- 
tional Humavity, putting ic in the Power 
of the enrag'd cruel Creditor to be the 
Executioner of his den Revenge, a Thing 
the exprefs Word of GOD ia my Opiaion 
condemns And giving up the Blood 
of the Debtor to the Satisfaction of his Cre- 
ditor z many of whom make it apparent, 
they will be ſatisfy d with nothing leſs. 
But fince'rbis is euacted and made a 
Law, fince it bas the Santion of LEGAL 
put upon it—As 4 Law I ſpall ſay little to it, 
it muſt be ſubmitted to- Only this relating 
to my ſelf, 1 hope, I may be at Liberty to 1 


